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Keith began life on the family ranch, the Bar
Three, which his family started in 1876. Even-
tually, he took over the ranch where he raised
Simmental cows and grew various crops and
later began serving his fellow farmers and
ranchers in 1950 when he joined the Farm Bu-
reau. The respect he developed among his
peers led to his election to the Colorado Farm
Bureau Board of Directors and eventually to
Bureau's presidency where Keith made posi-
tive and significant contributions to agriculture,
water, and property rights. Guided by his char-
acter and common sense, he fought hard for
what he believed in and also generously do-
nated his time to the community through his
role as a 4-H leader, Sunday school teacher,
and youth group leader. | truly admired Keith
for his willingness to stand up for the West,
stand up for Colorado, and defend the Na-
tion’s farmers and ranchers, the stewards of
America’s bounty.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, Keith pur-
sued a course of honor and distinction and |
am truly honored to stand before this body of
Congress and this nation and recognize
Keith's life and achievements. His dedication
to family, friends, and the causes he cham-
pioned deserves more than our recognition; it
deserves our admiration. At this time of great
loss, my thoughts and prayers are with Keith’'s
family and friends. We will miss you Keith.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise before you today to honor
Larry Wiese of Mesa Verde, Colorado. Larry is
the Superintendent of Mesa Verde National
Park and | would like to take this moment to
pay tribute to his leadership, dedication and
service to the community before this body of
Congress and this nation.

Larry’s leadership abilities allowed him to
make many key fire management decisions
which contributed to the timely and proactive
measures that saved our forests. In 2001,
Larry approved an emergency aspect for the
Chapin Boundary Fuel Break due to seasonal
severity, and prevented the fire from spreading
to the headquarters area of Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park. Additionally, he directed fire oper-
ations to develop Park Evacuation Plan and
performed monthly drills in 2002 before Long
Mesa Fire, while insisting that division chiefs
provide input to this plan to enable it to be
more successful.

Larry also reviewed and created weekly
business oversight review for Fire Program
Severity expenditures in 2002 season. He ap-
proved partial park closure, restricting public
access to lower Chapin Mesa due to extreme
fire danger and public safety considerations. In
order to provide more safety for park visitors,
Larry approved construction of a 12-acre safe-
ty zone near headquarters for fire fighter and
public safety.

During many fire suppression operations,
Larry was an active participant. He attended
briefings and communicated park priorities
such as public and fire fighter safety and the
protection of cultural and historical resources.
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Larry has proven instrumental in the efforts to
protect Mesa Verde National Park. While on
the job, he has responded proactively to se-
vere environmental threats. He also has pro-
vided leadership and direction to park staff
and fire operations throughout the most se-
vere fire season in recorded history.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand before this
body of Congress and this great nation to rec-
ognize the honorable leadership of Larry
Wiese. His proactive steps made the dif-
ference in providing for visitor and staff safety,
in addition to preserving the cultural, historic,
and natural resources we are responsible to
protect. Larry’s contributions have greatly ben-
efited the people of his community and | am
honored to have this opportunity to represent
such a fine Coloradan. | wish Larry the best of
luck with all of his future endeavors.

————
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize the City of
Bloomfield Fire Department based in New
Mexico for their service and dedication during
one of Colorado’s most formidable fire sea-
sons. Last summer, the Bloomfield Fire De-
partment played an integral role in containing
the Missionary Ridge forest fire that burned
over 70,000 acres in Southwestern Colorado,
and today, | would like to pay tribute to their
heroic efforts before this body of Congress
and this nation.

When the Missionary Ridge fire first erupted
last June, the citizens of the Durango commu-
nity called upon the Bloomfield Fire Depart-
ment to protect their loved ones, homes, and
property from what would become the worst
fire in the area’s history. The fire began in a
ditch beside Missionary Ridge Road just 15
miles northeast of Durango and grew to con-
sume more than 70,000 acres, 56 residences,
and 27 outbuildings.

Although the Missionary Ridge fire was a
devastating reminder of how destructive forest
fires can be, it also served to remind us of the
men and women who risk their lives to protect
their fellow citizens everyday. The Bloomfield
Fire Department contributed 1400 man-hours
as they worked for 14 days straight to contain
the fire, relying on 35 firefighters, mostly vol-
unteer. Additionally, the community of Bloom-
field donated more than 16,000 pounds of
supplies to those who were working to contain
the Missionary Ridge Fire.

Mr. Speaker, it is with sincere admiration
that | recognize the Bloomfield Fire Depart-
ment before this body of Congress and this
nation. | want to commend the brave volunteer
firefighters and their support staff for their de-
termination, courage, and resolve during last
summer’s efforts on Missionary Ridge. Without
the help of this and others, the added devas-
tation to our community, environment, and
quality of life would have been unimaginable.
Their tireless commitment throughout the fire
season has served as an inspiration to us all
and | am honored to pay tribute to their dedi-
cation and commitment to their neighbors in
Colorado.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize Fred W.
Klatt 1l of Durango, Colorado. Mr. Klatt has
been a dedicated citizen and leader of the Du-
rango community for over 18 years, and it is
my honor to pay tribute to his accomplish-
ments before this body of Congress and this
nation.

Fred began his career in public office when
he was elected to the Durango City Council in
1984, and was elected Mayor in 1987. Fol-
lowing his service to the city, Fred was elected
La Plata County Commissioner in 1990, and
served the county for over twelve years. While
in office, Fred also dedicated his time to sev-
eral civic boards within the community, includ-
ing San Juan Forum, La Plata County Hu-
mane Society, Durango Area Chamber Resort
Association, Durango Library Board and the
Durango/La Plata County Airport Commission.

Fred has also been active in Durango’s
business community where he was the proud
owner of Klatt Travel, a local travel agency.
Utilizing his service as a County Commis-
sioner and a small business owner, Fred paid
special attention to the concerns of small busi-
ness owners and worked tirelessly in advo-
cating the minimization of government, reduc-
ing costs and becoming fiscally efficient to cre-
ate a stronger county government. For his sig-
nificant contributions and endeavors within the
community, Fred was recognized in 2002 as
Durango’s Citizen of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, it is with honor that | commend
Mr. Fred Klatt before this body of Congress
and this great nation for his dedication to and
leadership of La Plata County and the City of
Durango. His contributions have greatly bene-
fited the people of his community and | am
honored to have this opportunity to represent
such a fine Coloradan. | wish Fred the best of
luck with all of his future endeavors.

—————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE
STATE OF OHIO
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, the people of Ohio are com-
memorating Ohio’s 200th Birthday on March 1,
2003; and

Whereas, they will be celebrating the Bicen-
tennial in Chillicothe, the original capital of the
great state of Ohio; and

Whereas, the residents of Ohio have mold-
ed a strong tradition of family values and a
commitment to a high standard of living for
Two-Hundred Years; and

Whereas, Ohio, since its inception, has de-
veloped into a growing and prosperous com-
munity dedicated to its past and future genera-
tions;

Therefore, | join with the residents of the
18th Congressional District and all of Ohio in
celebrating the Ohio Bicentennial.
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